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way into it by uniting with
ducts of the m“;nﬂd i
and corn, are Lrans, upon
Mississippi to the great market of New
-stractiens and impediments 1o i
sippi have become so grest of late, that I | passen
gers who once slept in security, and pessed in comparalive
comfort and composure down. that gigantic stream, now fear
to seek repose in sleep bg night or b{::}. That stream
washes the ‘border.of the State of the honorable gentleman
from Mississippi .on my right, (Mr. Foors,) who so sternly
this bill. It draina and carries off the produce
of the States of Arkansse and Louisiana, and all the
States upon its upper tributaries. The Senators from all
these States have a common and deep interest in the bill,
local and general. They have an interest, also, in the im-
provements of the Ohio; an interest in -every stream which
drains every portion of the magnificent valley of the Mis-
sissippi. '
ngk at the condition of the friends of this bill, and judge
if they are to be denounced for their perseverance in its sup-
port.  The question is, whether we shall yield now, when
we have a decided expression of sentiment in'favor of the
measure ! This bill has been undér consideration for two
days—for twenty-four hours of actual and Iaborious session.
e have had a manifestation of & majority of some eight or ten
votes in the Senate in favor of this great messure, shown by a
vote upon numerous propositions to give it the go-by. Itis
a great measure. It is a measure called for by the necessi-
ties of the great Weat. It is called for by hamanity. Itis
called for by higher considerations than mere property. Tt
reaches the interests of life itself ; for perils by night and by

]

day encompass the thousand lives as well as the millions of

apon the turbid, violent, and now
ngerous current of the ﬁtﬁ of rivers, 1o say nothing of the
perils in the navigation of its great tributaries. No genile-
man knows this better than the honorable Senator from Loui-
sisna, (Mr, Dowxs,) who sits before me, and who has dis-
tinguished himself by his opposition to this bill. ~Shall we
give up such a measure under such circumstances !

Mr. DOWNS. 1 will ssy to the gentleman, that if the
friends of the bill will strike out its objectionable features, no
Benators will go further than my colleague and myself to s
propriate for clearing oul and removing the snags and impedi-
ments from the Mississippi river. But the Benator, I believe,
voted against increasing the appropriation for that great river.

Mr. BELL. I did, and would do it sgain with the great-
est pleasure and most patriotic motives. The proposition
came from the enemiss of the bill. 'I consider that the effect
of such a proposition would be to kill the bill, whether it was
#0 intended or not—end I imputed no motive. There is
already proposed to be nfptopri-lnd every cent that can be
usefully snd economically’ applied by sny Execative—the
most energetic and industrious,

8ir, the West demands such an sppropriation as this, and
at this time.  Sir, [ repeat, that the safety of the lives snd
of the praperty of the people of the great Valley, in the prose-
cution of commercial enterprise, and’ the enjoyment of social
intercourse—so intimately connected with and dependant upon
the navigation of those great rivers—depends upon thie suc-
cosg of this measure, ‘lqhair great channels of intercommu-
nication should be improved. They are entitled to protection
and the fostering caré of the Government. [ care not what
particular clause of the constitution miay be considered as con-
ferring the power—whether the war-muking power, the postal
power, or the power to regulate commerce. I do not care
whre you locate the power. ~ ¥ou may place it upon all three
if you choose, a5 it was placed ‘some thirty years sgo by the
distinguished Secretary of War at that time, the late Mr.
Calhoun. The power we have. These appropriations are
demanded, not for the purpose of the loeal expenditure of the
public money, us some impute ; but for the safety, protection,
and advancement of internal commerce and intercourse. Ning
or ten millions of dollirs' are now appropriated annually for
the protection of 'commerce, in the support of a navy.
Whiat do you want ‘with a navy but to support and protect
your foreign' commerce.  You would have no foreign “wars
if you abandoned your foréign éommerce. It is our foreign
and commerdial inteveourss that involves' us in all our foreign
wars.  And bes that, you will have no need of fortifica-
tions if you abundon ‘your cominetce. No foreign Power will
come here 1o attack you, ‘but for the interests and relations
growing out of yoar'fofeign tradé. 'We are no Chinese em-
pire. civilization i¥ not'of ‘such & pature, nor are gur
riches of Buch u kind, thtlnlg nations would come to our
shores, und ibsist on trading with ue'sgainst our will Even
your war with Mexico is alléged to have grown out of a vio-
Iation of your rights in your commereial intercourse with that
country. Abandon your foreign commerce, or let it shift for
itself, and you will have no use for a navy, nor for expensive
fortifications studding your sea coast. l'zcllau that our for-
tifications dlone cost some ten or twelve hundred thousand
dollars annually. ' There is also your lighthouse establishment
for the benefit of the foreign and the coastipg trade, costing
annually six or seven hundred thousand dollars. There is,
100, your coast survey, for the security of your foreign and
coasfing trade, which has already cost more than = million
and a half; which &innot be completed for less than five' mil
lions, and may resch ten millions. Then look 8t yout rich
marble buildings, sach ss custom-houses, in all your grest
commercial cities on the Atlantic and the Gulf, See what
vast expense the Government asumes on sceount of foreign
commerce in that ur branch of expenditure. Lok at
ths cuitom-housein the city of New Orleans, It is estimated
that jt will cost between 'two and three millions of d i
This is in the State whase Senators oppose this bill. e
bave beard much said of the iofldence of the local expendi-
tures proposed by this bill on the minds of its friends. Here
is an ohject of etmim-.\m benefit of which is chifly en-
joyed by New Otlaans, or ihe State of Louisiana ; and with
equal fairness that costly work may be said to have been un-
"'mhum' the ’:‘nu of Létl interests, You have
castom-houses, magnificent and coetly buildings, in all your
:‘;Pl:‘:f":'r ‘-:"l:: &mﬁﬂmm bave r::'d up al’:ho
on with the consfruction of ‘:: o e M1 sing
the milliona you annually give to
ind the coasting irade, ten millicns:
fortifications, seven hundred !
aouses, three bundred thoussnd for the coast survey, and see
what great and, costly care you lli.nofmh?_nd comst-

upwards of twelve mil-

ng (rade. = An,annual expenditure of

jons of dollars,|

Then look at the commerce of the great interior; what do
ou do for that*  What local or genersl do you
nake for its benefit . What is done for, internal

ot internal commerce? Yet how much more is it worth then
uwwwr_ Yawwug st Mr, Ewixe)
Mr, EWING.
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Now, 1 wish to warn
chamber of what will
and it

g
£

ere ever
or items of tion which I thought _
haps, as I have grown older, some Senafors may say that I
bava grown less mindful of principle, - I consider that I have
grown wiser, and that [ sm a more sensible man now than I
was then. It was the hey-day of Gen. Jackson’s popularity

and and during of the time I was the supporter
of hhpo.d.'zl:iwuhm hen I voted st bills whichpmmu-
times contained sn sppropriation of a million, sometimes

/|0t a million, and sometimes of a million and a half of dollars;

and though Gen, Jackson oved them, I voled against
them on the ground that I did not like ** Big Sodus” and
«Little ®adus,” and other objects which I knew but little
about, otu!":h:hlhid no, persoval knowledge, and I did’
not believe they were of any national or general importance—
objects only cared for by members for the benefit of the local
expenditure. I could never get a bill which I approved in all
its parts—every item of which came within my definition of a
national and proper subject or object of Government patron-
sge. I have learned since to have more respect for the opin-
ions of other gentlemen, and not quite so much confidence in
my own—to know that, 88 a member of this body, or of any
other legislative body, I should not adhere so obaﬂm':elydto
my own opinions .questions of mere expediency, but de-
l:l';;:ﬂ 1o the 0 'l‘::' of olhe:'; wh:; had. better m-:;l of
| judging., I only of myself, and not meaning to affirm
Jnnjr l.hfnl of others, I would !ly, that an obstinate adherence
10 one’s opiniows, in opposition to that of every body else,
would in me be evidence of an undue conceit of my own in-
fallibility. I am not sobigoted us to doso. I do not impute
any sach impropriety to honorable Senators, when they avow
that they have constitutional and other objections to thia hill.
But I think that, if they had ss lively'a perception as [ have
of the necessity of thess appropriations for the great interior,
they would not be so critical, they would not be so over re-
fined in their process of ariving st a conclusion, ss to what
particular object was or was not constitutional or national, I
do not say that any Benator ought to waive his constitutional
scruples, and consent 1o those nppros:i.nim which he thioks
we have a0 right to make, either under the power to regulate
commerce, thewar power, or under the postal power. If any
Senator has constitational doubts of our; suthority under any
of these powers to sppropriate money to improve the great
channels of interifal communication, on which hundreds of
millions of internal products are transported from place to place,
to find a profitable and convenignt market, while he admits
the authority to expend millions for the security and protec-
tion oﬁ Ifm-ei;n trade, he, is perfectly right in not assenting to
this bill,

.. Honorable Benators complain that this bill was got up by
such a combination, or putting together of objects, as to se-
cura.a majority of votes in both Houses of Congress. k{ggon
that point I must say, that I have not had the slightest know-
ledge of any concert of action in the Senate, or of any con-
sullation between members, whether of the House or of the
Senate, or between the members of the House and those of
the Senate. I am sure ihere has been no such combination
in the Senate.

It is & common device for gentlemen, when they do nol
wish to commit themselves to the principles of a measure, to
pick a flaw in some of its details, and raise a hue and cry of
unfairness and combination. = Every body knows that all mea-
sures of this kind are gotten up upon some calculation of se-
curing the ‘assent of a msjority of members—the objects or in-
terests consulted and provided for must be so distributed be-
tween sections ; so multiplied ae to do; equal jusiice, if poesi-
ble, to all.  Yet it rarely happens that justice is done to all.
This is so when the most honest intentions exist. But, sir,
suppose it to be true in fact that this bill and all its predeces-
sors have been gotten up by such management and combina-
tions of individual members, as, in respect to many of itsitems,
to consult local rather than general interests, and include some
objects not otherwise im t than to secure a majority of
votes ; and this is said to be the character of this bill—if it be
true, what is the cause of it; what the temptation to such s
proceeding ? It is, that a minority of members in both Houses
of Congress continue to oppose all appropriations of this ne-
ture, distegarding all former precedents ; standing out on con-
stitutional grounds in opposition to the opinions and practice
of many, of the. most illustrious statesmien of the country of
both.rlrlfu. Others again, who do not profess any constitu-
tional difficulty, hold that i1 is inexpedieot to make such ap-
propristions, and that the policy will necesssrily lead to extra-
vagance and corruption, This js the prime cause and source

of any of those improper combinations which sre charged to
exist, Let the minority show (hemaselves practical stalesmen,
them once yield to the force of numerous and well estab-

. dents, and be content 1o follow in the footsteps of
most of the great intellectual lights of the country ; let them
unite with _the majority in Congress, and with the general
sentimen vf_tlweonuhy{ l:lihlmtnd of warring agaipst these

eir aid in

appropriations, lend the ing a system of river
and harbor i ment, which will take away the ation
snd put it nm of individosl members n:‘.gr.um

to thrust in their peity local objects to the exclusion of others
which are of real and importance. Let them do
this, and we shall hear no ‘more of these combinations and
corruptions now o freely charged. I callupon Bouthern gen-
tlemen, especially those who sre most véhement In their
poeition to this

responsible for w imperfections may belong to it. Will
they allow n:rﬁllﬁt : thlroplniaq- I:t!,-udn men :n Madj-
son, Mooroe, Adama, Jackson, and Calhotn, to say nothing
of the dactrines of living statesmen? Duripg Gen. Jackaon's

administrati o, notwithstandiog his famous veto of the Me
ville road, there was about five millioris of dollars :wa
ted to rivers and hatbors, Similar appropristions, though to
4 less extent, continued through Mr. Van Buren's adminis-
tration. [If :m’wﬁ 10 this H:'&hn ':n::;td to uh
knowledge of these ts and united wil
its, friends, we could. have framed a bill free from all objec-
tions—oune sati to all sections.

Tt has been cont those who doubt the constitutional
power of Congress' to e internal improvement, that the
proper course would be to obtain s clear grant of the power by
an amendment Lo the constitution. If that were ley
I would be ageinst it. 1 am opposed to a genersl system of
internal improvements ; I.would not have such a power given
by the constitution. Bome contend that the pswer now exists
to construet roads and canals in'the States.  That is not so
clear. It involves the exercise of &
Btates which I do not hold%'?nrchhl thiok lll ﬂ-luam
dient to make appropristions objects. It wou
to great profligacy, to unlimited expenditurer, and absorb the
reasary. I stand oa the Baltimore platform in relation to in-
improvements. [ am W:‘mll,ll!mof
intarnal improvements, but[ am in favor of the improvements
of the navigable rivers and barbors, 1amin favor of affording
fagilities 10, tha commerce on the great lakes and the navi-
gable waters of the West; waters which the States have no
wive juriadiction of and cannot lawfully obstruct. Here
is a clear field for the exercise of jurisdiction by
under 1he commercial power given in the coostitu'ion, o say

uothing of and o, !
It has h:' ik hi:nuthmit, that the proper and

|

0 sted by
just mode of facilities to inland commerce, in the
extending

t of rivers and harbore, would be to authorize the
upnnmumldhs.mhm-

-

| e

to consider whether they are not n-"ﬂ; privilege

within the |

Why was it not brought forward earlier
° Mr. BELL. It was not rent io the Senate until the 25th

of Februery.
Mr. FOOTE. I cantell the history of the matter.

Mr. BELL. [.donot want to hear any private history,.
.Hn:n:nn could hl:rw mg“(:an its frienda in either :
ouse to it, now the Committes on Commerce o
mm«.ﬁxo had numerons memorials before them on the

subjeet, thought it better to wait until the: Houas of

tatives decided on the question. The general pri con-
nected with the subject bave since been fully

and every member doubtless had his mind made up be ﬁ
bill was taken up. Lef the minority, who dre opposing

bill, suy when such a measure will ever pass Congress, if this
one is abandoned now. It isalresdy said that thisis an obso-
lete policy ; that Mr. Polk's veto of 1846 killed it. There
was a_good reason for not pressing s measure of sind
while Mr. Polk continued in power ; and, besides, ,
can war, for the time, absorbed the c.attention and th
resources of the Treasury. At the last session of Congress
need not say, what feelings and what interests 1
defer any measute of this character. . They
the recollection of them is too yivid to require even a
nolice fromme. During Mr. Polk’s adminiatration this whol
policy wae arrested ; and this is the first session since th
time, when the subject could be renewed with any
success, Wo have now an s atajority of
in favor of this measure, why should it net be
Aupktiul:‘nlhln allowed its oppopents to discuss
t.
WNBS. T would like to know if a general system
of internsl improvements' was mot' sdvocated by the {Vhig
party during the last Presidential b
Mr, BELL.  Not to my knowledge. I have never advo-
general system of internal improvements. I sustain-
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cated a
ed General Jackson in his veto ofthat system. The hogorable
Benatce rpeaks of o system of internal improvements.
T have adverted to that distinction a hundred times in discuss-
ing these questions before the people. 4 have not considered
that gentlemen of thé Democratic party, ssa party, werecom-
mitted against the jmprovement of rivers and harbors. We
have only o complain, that they never conform to th_ai;m
ciples upon this subject. The honorable Senator from

gan (Mr. Ciss) would not, in my opinion, be inconsistent—
would not contradict the principles of the Baltimore platform,
if he voted for overy item in the bill. Hisdoctrines; as avow-
‘ed in this debate on the subject of improving the rivers and,
harbors of the West, have ﬁsn held for many years, in my
section of the country, as good Whig doctrine.

But I am sorry to have said any thing in relation to perty
in speaking of u su which ought to be free from pary
cansiderstions altogether—which ought to be emancipated
from the embarrassments of party feelings and party interests.
I should not bave adverted io it at all, but for the interroga-
tory of the Benator from Louisiana.

Honorable Senators the majority to yield, be-
cause they say the bill ought not to be thrownon the last
days of the session. Now, I bave been s member of Con-
gress, of one houss or the other, for eighteen years, and I
have never known a time when all great and leading mea-
sures were not thrown on the last days of the session. I have
never attributed this to design. It is an inevitable resalt of
the orgsnization and practical ‘operation of our system of

legislation,
Mi. FOOTE. It is by design, I think.
Mr. BELL. It always requires labor and time before such

a measure can be digested in committes. It requires careful
consideration to select for improvement—im-
provements that can be defen principle ; and though
such bills should be reported wﬂ the session, it alwaya
happens that they are last considered. I have never known
the appropriation bills to be passed till within the few last days
of the session. And | may ask why the appropriation bills
have been delayed until the last of the session? I know es-
timates are required to be sent in early ; but does that forward
or materially expedite the bills? We may differ about the
causes of delay, but the fact is as I have stated. If now, sir,
with sn apparent majority of nine or ten in favor of this bill,
we yield, may we expect to pass such a bill st the next ses-
sion of Congresa? May we nol expect to have a renewal
then of the same obstinate spirit of opposition which we now
behold ? Why isthere such a determined spirit of opposition
to this bill by the minority of the Senate’ Bat do gentle-
men expect by this means to defeat the policy of making any
sppropriations.to interpal trade forever ? It is essential that
the great West should know whether they may or may not
rely upon the Government of the Uniled States to aid in re-
moving the obstructions in their great rivers and lakes, and
providing for the security of their lives and property. It is
important that they should know this, #o that they may be
waked up to a full an earnest coneideration of the subject and
the mode of relief. = Bomethimg must be done.

Honorable Beoators have threatened that the majority will
be held r ible if the appropriation bills should fail. Iam
not 80 vain as to undertake to predict with certainty what may
be the consequence to the maj irity. They may be censured ;
their political prospects may be destrgyed by persisting in this
measure ; but such isnot my opinion. It may be well for the
minotity to consider what may be the consequence to them if
they persist, sgainst the manifest sentiment of the majority,
in wearing out the session in opposing this measure,

I wish to ask my honorable friendson the other side of the
chamber if they desire to see the previous question adopted in
the Senate ! [ mever do. I never want tosee it established
s & rule of this body; but [ wamn  gentlemen that:they are
provoking the establishment of such a rule, . 1 do not blame
gentlemen. for resorting to all constitutional and parliamentary
means in opposing al any time u reslly obnuxious measure.
If this were a vicious messare, if'it were a bill of enormities
in 'reality, if it wete a bill violatory of any great prineiple of
“public liberty or of the Constitution, I would say Benators are
perfectly justifiable in their course ; but this I deny. |
_ Gentlemen have denounced this as o bill of enormisies.
Let them point to the items which constitute this epormity—
let them point to a single item of such a nature.’ ‘Opponents
of the bill have spoken more than twenty-two hours; and they
bave not yet pointed out one of these enormities. Baut I re-
cur to the 'question : ‘do honorable Benators wish to wée the
puviow.-gwim introduced as otie of the rules of the Sedate’

Mr. FOOTE. I believe we never will bave it here.,
Mr. BELL. 1 believe a majority of the Senata can, by
the conatitution, at every new Congress, adopt rules and reg-
ulations to govern their procesdings ; and it will be in their
romn- to establish the previous question as one of the rules
, too, trust we never shall adopt it.” 'But if these
tions are withheld from the great West, they will a ma-
jority bere that will wrest from'the minority the power to.de-
feat theso (beneficent objects. < I shall be most reluctant—I
shall be among the last, to consent to the adoption of the pre-
vious in the Sénate, ¥ it be possible toavoid it, and
yet do justice to the claims of the great interests of the coun
try. The Benate ought to be a body which would never re-
quire a resort Yo such a mode of enforcing the will of the ma-
jority, or of providing, for the wants of the country. The

i of debate, either in one Hoeuse or in the other,
should be..fres and uorestricted. We should have no fin
minutes role—no hour rule. 1 consider it one of the greatest.
up‘qandnaliom_ and aoion that debate should bg free.
g:; the ni;o;l:y _lo-nifhl. mnd defest this bil

must tn e ri bility of al tonsequences.
in, that if mpmid in their present' cotires,’
they may create such a fesling, such s sentiment of indignas
tion in the country, that the members of this body will b
compelled to yield to it. Benstors from the Bou'h, particu-
larly, shonld reflect on this. God grant the previous ques-

chan-

do, a mieel;r;lll
) great valley, so

obstructions Wlfli,r expres-

Senators complain thet the public morals are corrupted :

that imsproper inflaences’have been brought to bear in getting

‘some objects, becaunss they could

laﬁ and more voles than othew of
e, which are left out of the bill. No daubt,

i

| bills throngh with all possible dispatch.
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our navy yards at Ne

L it could not be done. 'T'ﬁ"' tiog
| commonwealths of m-ﬂ

Bir, if it bad been Georgia in-

which such a harbor, and
to meglect it, and give the pre-
harbors of infinitely less importance, she
ve threatened rebellion. It is an imperfec-
more or less, which runs through all legis-
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» now, if the opponents of this bill mean
opriation bills? Have they made up their
feat this bill, they will throw out the appro-
If they have, let them consider upon wll:em
bility ought to be, anJ will be. Willit restupon
in its opposition to
aware; sir, that s me
ity will fall also upon the msjority, if the
bills are No one regrets more sincerely
w been brought about
and the opponents of this
It is & #tate of thingethat all should deprecate. 1
to sdvise thoss gentlemen who
would scarcely know how
present hour of the session, under all
n separate mysell
incumbent upon those gentlemen
the measure, to consider what they ought
circumstances.
+ I'still have hope that we may have a vole
" bills. There is evidently a point of honor
between the iwo sides—the advocates and the opponents of
this bill. Its advocates look upon it as & point of honor to
bring the Senate to & vote. Its ntslook upon it ae a duty
onft!drwhd'hlﬂuﬂll. ' think they can accomplish
both objects very soon, and then we can proceed with other
business. If I understand the rules, no bill can go to the
President for his signature if any member objects to the sus-
pension of the seventeenth joint rule ; and, therefore, if there
is'a majorily to pass this bill, it cannot be sent to the Presi-
dent if any one objects. If that be true, why not have a vote
immediately !
Mr. FOOTE. I will tell my friend if he wishes to know.
If we permit this bill to pass in its present crude and imper-
fect form, somre gentieman will be smart enough to include it
with others ir 4 motion to suspend the rule that it may be
sent to the President and become a law.
Mr, GWIN, 1 look upon it that we are in a state of revo-
lution if we cannot pass the appropriation bills. [ believe that,
if it could be understood that there should be no opporitioh
to the passage of the sppropriation bill, and that then this bill
should come up in its ordinary couree, the appropriation bill
could be licnls by the President. 1 have made this sugges-
tion, because I look upom it as a matier so important that [
beg the Senate to come to the conclusion lo take a vote on
the bill and then run the risk of getting it to the President.
Mr. CLEMENS. I wish to make an explanation. [ did
not choose to interrapt the Benator from Tenneesee (Mr.
Beuv) during the progress of his remarks in relation to the
question whick I as to the location of New Dela-
ware. 1 wish to state that, it so happened, in the copy of
the bill which I was reading, the word ** castle " had been
turned under. New Delaware wasa place with which [ was
not acquainted, and I did not believe the Senator from Ten-
nessee was. He admitted, however, that there more than
twenly places named in the bill that he did not know any
thing about. :
Mr. RUSK. It is evident that if we now act upon the
amendments to the appropriation bill we shall have no time to
m between this and twelve o'clock, after disposing of
here and in the House, eorolling the bill, and present-
ing it for the signature of the President. I apprehend that
no Sepator is anxious to have an extra, session of Congress ;
but the result will be, if we go on much longer with this bill,
that the sppropriation bills must inevitably fail. I ask the
unanimous consent of the Benate to lay this bill aside infor-
mally in order to take up the appropristion bills, and act upon
them, and send them to the House.
Mr. UNDERWOOD, 1 object.
Mr. FOOTE. Very well, sir.
the ibility.
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With the gentleman be

ing this bill bave said that they consider themee|ves jusiified
in resorting to all parliamentary action within their power to
attain their object. I have simply acted upon that principle,
and mean to act upon that principle to the end. I think it is
a fuir understanding that we both act upon principles of par-
liamentary law on both sides.

Mr. DICKINSON. It is obvious that a portion of these
bills muet be lost, I bave no control over the appropriation
bill, but I have uniformly voted to get it before the Senate,
and for laying this bill on the table, though I have desired to
have it passed in an acceptable form. [ was very anxious to
havé it pussed, but it is obvious that it cannot be passed with

days,
life should be wasted in a struggle of this description. It is
my daty to move to take up the sppropriation bill, and if
there is time after that, | am willing to return to this bill.

| that it cannot be passed.

Mr. GWIN. Will the Senator from Missiseippi permit me
to make a motion to lny this bill on the table ull mx o’clock.

Mr. RUSK. [ will not vote for it.

. Mr. GWIN. ' It will give us two hours and a half.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [ believe there is no virtue like
firmpess io  this political warfare.
himeelf or his party justics who doeés not, abide by his prin- |
ciples on all occasions and at all times,
A Bgmaton. Buot—

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Yes, sir; ““but” when my friends |
come to argue with me [ yield;; and.if it be their pleasure to |
pasa this bill by informally, with the right to call it up when
| the appropriation bill is acted upon, I will consent.

“Mv. FOOTE, We will take it op when the appropriation
 bille are %ra . ,

. Mr. H ER. I will endeavor to push the appropriation

1

..Mz UUNDBRWOOD. Then, reserving that right, I will

move-——

Mr. BRIGHT. That proposition has been decided to be
ot of order. It must be postponed to aday certain, or Jaid on
the table. ' The Chair has repeatedly decided 1hat the propo-
sition to lay it aside informally cannot be made without unani-
mous consent. &
| Mr. UNDERWQOD. Will my friend allow me to say
that I thought it was 1o be put on the same fooling that we
have placed other bills conlinuslly by the consent of the
Senate 7 i

Mr. WALKER. I bave-witnessed, in the short period I
have been here, three such. scenes as this, One wes upon
the Oregon bill ; another was, upon s proposition offered by

to the civil and diplomatic. sppropriation bill ; this is
the third. The first attempt failed ; the second succeeded.
1t was this night two years ago. I regretied exceedingly that
some who gave way then did.so, and I then promised myself,
| whatever might be the consequences t» myselfl, my frieads,
or the couniry, that I never would yield again. There is a
moral involved in this thing. The evil is growing on the
country, and as ceriain as this revolutionary spirit is mani-
\fested by minorities we cannot get nal‘n? The Blc::r: tu
Kentucky has on the subject rmness. there
was .om,bc mu-..m For one I will say, if the
Whig side of the House ave di 1o give way, they shall
give way upon the record. ‘Thet is all [ bave to say. .
Mr. FOOTE. [ supposs thiscannot be laid upon the table
without the unanimuus consent of the Senate, and I under-
stand the SBenator from Wisconsin to object.
Mr. WALKER. Alll want is to bave the yeasand nays
on the question, so that we may see how this matter is put

to rest.
Mr. DAWSON. If the Senator from Mississippi will give |

- | way [ will make a motion to postpone the bill until 9 or 10 |

o'clock.

Mr. FOOTE. 1T understand the Senator from Kentucky i
(Mr. UxpErwoon) is going to make a proposition to pass by
this bill informﬂ\g. ]

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I raid when an appeal was made
to me by my to make sach a proposition, I could not

resist it, but I could resist it when it was made from the other
I have yielded 5o far as to say that [ would move (o |
paes it by till some particalar hour. If there is an |
understanding that we shall resume its consideration at 9 or |
10 o’ I will make no objection.

Mr. B L}a. If my friend A
agrees (o it; T will move to postpone the further consideration

of the bill il 8 o'elock. - |
Mr. CHABE. I domot mean to take up a single moment
of the time of. the Senste; but [ mean to say that as oue of
the friends of this bill I shall vote agsinst the motion to post-
pone, because I know that if it is postponed tos time certain,
other matters will intervene, and it will not be taken up again.
Other measures will be brought forward and discussed, and
they will more lime and lead lo more angry feclings

than this i likaly to occasion.
Mn B It is understood that. this bill will be made
the apecial order for 8 o’clack. I add that to the motion.

The question. wes then taken, with the following result :
YEAS—Menrs. Atchison, Badger, Beil, Bright, Clarke,

responsil
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Gentlemen who have been oppos- |

the opposition which has been manifested sgainst it for two |
I am not willing that the lsst sands of my political |

Bat it seems to me unworthy of the time and the occasion to | cepted in the joint pames of the missi
stand stuggling for this messure when we must be aware | San Jose,

Clemess, Cooper, Davis, of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickin-
:n, Do'll'!" wing, ?:‘ou. Gr:‘nu. 'Nu. Hamlin, Houston,

unter, King, Mason, Miller, Morton, Norris, Pearce, Rusk,
s:.;;‘:éafi' Whitcomb, and Yuleo29,

esars. Borland, Chase, Dodge, of lows, Dougl

Felch, Jones, Pratt, Raotodl, Setastian, Seward: Shicide.
Spruance, Underwood, Wales, and Walker—19.

8o the motion was sgreed to, and at four o'clock the farther
consideration of the river and harbor bill was postponed snd
mude the special order for eight o’clock.

i

FROM CALIFORNIA.

The steamer Ohio, following close upon the
Crescent City, arrived at New York on Sauwyday,
with the California mails to the 15th February.
Together, they bring nearly three hundred passen-
gers and alitde upwards of eight hundred thousand
dollars in gold.

The United Siates frigate Savannakh arrived at
Panama on the 4th instant, in forty-five days from
San Francisco.

The intelligence from California is scercely as
interesting as usual, The annexed summary, from
the Alta California of the 156th, includes a briefl
notice of nearly every event of importance :

¢ Since the departure of the last steamer for Panama the

Indian difficulties have been on the increase rather than other-
wise, and muiders, robberie+, and reports of hostilities, colli-
sions, and battles have beep rife. Efforts have been madein
the Legislature to raise funds and State iroops for carrying on
the war. One ofthe Governor's aids, J. Neely Johoson, Bsq.,
bas been dispatched by his Excellency to the scene of dis-
mrbances, to act on the part of the State with the United
States Indian commissioners,
Authority has been given to raise a force of volunteers, to
be used in case of necesdity. The commissioners have also
left Btockton with an escort uf one hundred United Btates
troops, and it is confidently believed that if no obstacles are
thrown in their way by revengeful or interested men, they
will be able to form treaties with the mountain tribes and give
quiet to the country. . They are men of the right stamp, ac-
quainted with the Indian character, and disposed to deal just-
ly with them, we believe,

¢ The weather has continued dry, .and, for winter, won-
derfully warm ; sometimes as high ss 75 degrees and seldom
as low as 50 ; last ovening was at 47. We havenot had five
inches of rain since last March. The fear now is that we
shall have no more rain; the comsequences of which will be
severs disappointment to those engaged in the dry diggings,
and perhaps fatal to the stock and sgricultural interests. .

4 Our Legislature has been bsttiling for many things, but
has won few victories. Don Quixote conflicts: with wind-
mills, amending acts by making them worse, and passing a
very few which may be beneficial, log-rolling for the office of
United States Senaor, for establishing the future seat of gov-
ernment, for ousting each other out of their legislative sad-
dles, &e., bave been the chief public oceupations of our le-
gislators, They have fixed upon next Monday, February 17,
as the day to elect a Senator to the sest of Mr. Fremont,
after the 4th of March next, snd various are the speculations
concerping the result. Some believe Mr. King will be elect-
ed—some Mr. Heydenfelt, while others have growing faith
in Mr, Fremont, in whose favor there has been an undounbted
reaction on the part of many. y

¢ The health of the State is of the most glorious descrip-
tion ; there are scarce any deaths, or sickness in any part of
the State, so far as we have heard. There is no healthier
country on earth.

¢ The excitement shout the Gold Bluffs has not died out,
but much subsided. It yet remains for compenies engaged
there to prove whether tie amount of gold there can be made
profitable to them.

“ The Klamath, Scolt's river, and other localities in the
extreme noith of the State seem to bear the palm in the faith
of our people in their richness, Itis to be hoped thatitis
something more than distance which *‘ lends enchantment to
the view” in this matter.

¢¢ The expeditions sent to the Colorado river are progress
ing in their purposes. Lieut. Derby has passed up the gulf
and some distance up the river, and Major Heinizleman's
command is also at the river.

“ The equatier quesiion has subsided somewhat of late,
the judicious decision of our Recorder and some other officers’
opinions having contributed, in connexion with the opinions
of the press, to check the great tendency to forcible entries
snd occupation of other people’s lands, which for a while
| seemed a manis here.

| % The Legislsture has passed the loan bill for raising a

| loan not to exceed $500,000. It is not very probable that any
thing can be negotiated under that or any other sct unless
some means are found to raise the present credit of the State.

e :Bl.lléll.ltl', which has been excessively dull, seems at last
| reviving.”

In the Legislature, above noticed, a bill has paesed both
Houses, by a two-thirds vote, to remove the Stiate capital
from Sap Jose to Vallejo, and wanted only the signature of
the Governor to become a law.

It is reported that there had been an affray between the
Indians and the miners ot and near Gold Bluff, in which
several of the former and two of the latter were killed and
four or five wounded. Seven warriors of the Indians were
brought d>wn to the Bluffs, where they were shot.

A Caurronwia Sescurariow,—The Alta California de-
tails the following singular financial operation :

¢ It seems that some years since the priests of the mission
of San Rafael drew upon the mission of Saata Clara for the
sum of two bundred and forty Jellare. The draft was ac-
ons of Santa Clara and
but was never paid, and wes found a fow weeks
since among the musty archives of the mission of Santa Clara.
Some smart fellow discovered and purchased it for something
Jess than its face, and joining interest with a judicial officer

| of Santa Clara county, brought a suit sgainst the mission for
| the debt.

| « Judgment, of course, was given, and & few days after-
I believe no man can do Ward the whole mission lands, including the town of Banta

Clara, were sold at public auction for two bundred and forty
dollars, the sale having been sttended by the auctioneer and
purchaser. The miseion of Ban Jose was equally liable with

that of Santa Clara, but the conspirators, fearing there would

be an opposition mde to them at the lalter place, concluded
lco bring down the whole weight of their power upon Senta

lars.

¢ By the laws which formerly governed the missions, a
priest had no power given him to involve the mission pro-
perty, and we fancy that the present happy possessors of this
bsnutiﬁ:l and extensive tract will ere long find themselves
ousted.”

Inpiax Distursawces 1x Carirorxia,—By the previ-
ous arrival we had a report of a second engagement between
the party of Savage and the Indisns. The particulars sre
given in the following exiract from a letter duted Feb-
roary 4: '

‘[ have just received an account of SBavage's second ex-
pedition, which I think you can rely upon. Savage started
from Agua Fiio with 210 men.  On the road, Savage started
shead with s2venty men to reconnoilre, leaving the balence
of his force with Major . They were to meet at Fine
Gold Gulch.  Savage waited one day st that place, but Major
Burney not coming “f' he went with his small forcs in pur
suit of the Indisns. In the evening be surprised a large force
and had a skirmish, the Indians retreating. - Next morning
twenty-eight of Savage’s men took the Indians' trail, came
up with them, and killed ten and wounded forty. The In-
dians retreated, and Savage’s party returned. Major Bumey's
party returned without effecting any thing."”

A letter from Los Angelos, dated February 4, remarks :

¢ News has reached us that the Tulare Indiane have killed
Danton’s party, and Capt. Dorsey’s party, Don Henrique
himself was bere at the time, sfier more horses and provi-
gions, as his horses had failed, and he was under the neces- |
sity of moking a coral at the Four Creeks. There seems no
doubt of his vagutros (herdemen) together with Capt. Dor-
sey and his party, who coralled with Dalton, or near by,
having all been killed and the cattle dispersed.  French’s ranch
was attacked by the same Todians, who appear to have been ier
veralhundred strong, armed with bows and arrows,

¢t Fortunately an ¢migrating party of forty Americans were
at the ranch at the time. The Iodisns were repulsed with
the loss cf about forty killed, A despatch reached us the past
week from French, ssking arms and cartridges ; they were
immediately forwarded by one of his partners, who was in the
city at the time. Thirteen men in all are reported to have
been mnssacred at the Four Creeks. Capt. Dorsey is from
San Jos¢. You can rely upon this news, as it comes o us
in veritable form. Don Henrique is now on his return to the
Foor Creeks, with » party of sbout a dozen men, hoping to

form a connexion with the emigrants who are at French’s.”

FROM OREGON.
We bave received by the Ohio Oregon papers to the Ist of

m Kentucky will say that he If February.

'The Ortgonian states that the Legislature have located the

capital of the Territory at Salem, the penitentiary at Portland,
and the university at Maryeville,

The Legislature was to adjourn on the 8th of February, at

which time it would have been sixty-nine days in session.

The editor of the Oregonian notices some large and beanti-

ful specimens of gold which were taken on Scott's bar, a tri-
buta y of the Klamath. These specimens were large, weigh-
ing from one to two ounces. The gold found there is coarse,
genenlly in pieces of the weight of a quarter of ae ounce,

WASHINGTON NATIONAL MONUMENT..

We understand that the * Criosornic Sociery””
of the College of New, Jersey, at Princeton, will
present a block of marble, as soon as it can be pre-.
pared, for a place in the Washington National
Monument. The block will exhibit the Arms and
Moo of the Society, handsomely executed. No
doubt this patriotic offering will be gladly received
by the Managers of the Monument Society, com-
ing as it will from a body of ingenuous youth, eitis
zens of every section of the United Staies, assem-
bled at one of our most ancient and distinguished
institutions of learning, on the very spot where one
of WasuiNGTON"s most brilliant and decisive vieto-*
ries was achieved.
We hope that the noble example will be follow=
ed, not only by the students of every University
and College in our land, but by assoeiated bodies
generally, until the finishing stone shall be placed
on the Monument in the city of Washington, which
will be a welcome testimony to the lafest posterity
of a nation’s veneration and gratitude.
—*—l—

VIRGINIA ELECTION LAW.
As the law postponing the elections in Virginia
is of interést to many of our readers, we copy the
annexed statement of its effect, as prepared by the
Richmond Times, in order to facilitate a correct
understanding of it :
The election of Representatives in Congress is positively
postponed to the fourth Thursday in October.
The election of Benators and Delegaies, under the present
constitution, is also postponed to the same dsy ; but, if 2 new
constitution shall have been sgreed upon by the State Con-
vention before the 30th of June, and ratified by the pesple on
the fourth Thursday in August, then the election of Senators
and Delegates under the present constitution is indefinitely
postponed.
"If the State Convention shall have agreed upon a new con-
stitution before the 20th of June, the popular voie on ita rati-
fication or rejection is to be taken on the fourth Thursdsy in
August, and voters qualified by the new constitution are lo
be allowed to vote upon it.
If the new constitution be thus agreed upon and ratified,
the election of Senalors and Delegates throughout the State
will take place, sccording to the. spportionment fixed in the
new constitution, on the fourth Thursday in October.
If the new coustitution be not agreed upon by the Conven
tion before the 20.h of June, or if it be so agreed upon, and
then rejected by the popular vote on the fourth Thursday in
August, the election of members of Assembly will take place
under the present constitution, on the fuurih Thursday in
Oclober,
If the new constitution be not agreed upon by the Conven-
tion, before the 208h of Jupe, but before fhe lst of August,
then the popular vote is to be iaken upon its ratification or re-
jection on the fourth Thursday in October, the same day on
which the Congressional and Legislative elections are fixed.
If the Convention. do not prepare s new coustitution before
the lst of August, the sct makes no provision for its being
submitted to the popular vote, but leaves the matter to the
care of the next Legislatare.
T'he Times adds til?at the Convention no;r offers
but a poor prospeet for the promulgation of a new
Coustﬂuﬁog bem the 10th of June, and the prob-
ability is, therefore, that the present organic law
will ‘govern the elections to the next General
Assembly.

EGYPT. )
Extract from a Letter from an American gentle-_
man travelling in the East, to his friend in Wash-
ington, dated 3
Catno, Jaxuvanr 21, 1851,

«] sailed from Constantinople for Alexandria on the 7th
instant, and reached that city on the 14th, after a passage of
a week. We remained at Alexandria two days, and then
came up hither by steam. The route is through the Mah-
mondish canal to Atfah, on the Nile, fifty miles from Alex-
andris, and one hundred from Cairo, and then up the west-
ern branch to this city, which lies a mile and a half from the
river, and four or five above the head of the Delta. In aday
or two we are to embark for Thebes, in a dahahéeh, as they
call the boats of the country. These are clumsy vessels,
about seventy feet long by twelve wide, with three small ca-
bins on deck, two immense Iateen saile, and a crew of a do-
zen men. We carry our own provisions and cook, and,
though cramped for epsce, [ think we ¢hall enjoy our trip.

The climate of the valley of the Nile is celebrated with good
reason for ils restorative powars, but it is not true that it
never raios at Cairo,” 88 we have had three showers in the
last twenty-four hours. The thermometer has stood at sun-
rise for three days past at 48°, 53°, and 49°, and we should
be very gled of a fire, but that is & luxury very little known
at Cairo. Rain is, however, certninly neither fiequent nor
violent at Cairo, and no precautions are taken to protect any
thing from it. The grain from ("pper Egypt lies in huge
heaps of many thousand bushels in the open sir at Boulah,
without any shelter whatever, and the roofs are so slight that
a Iady told us that when it did rain by night sho was obliged
to carry an umbrella to bed with her.

 The present Viceroy, Annas Pacna, has a bad reputa-
tion at Constantinople, but I have had two long and free in-
terviews with him, and am greatly mistaken if he is not very
far from being either the knave or fool that he has been re-
presented to be. 'What the condition of the interior of Egypt
may be T do not know, but Cairo is as far before Constanti-
nople in all the appliances of civilized life as Washington is
before Caito. Since the departure of Anrix Ber, a wiley
and corrapt Armenian, who was agent for foreign affairs, and
who had led Abbas Pacha into many follies, the Viceroy has
become very populsr among the Franks, and if he can bear
up agsinet the intrigues of his enemies at Constantinople,
will, I believe, make as good a governor as such people as
he rules over can bear. !

¢ Our Consul has suggested to him the expediency of send-
ing an agent to the United States to view our public estab-
lishments, and especially to inquire into our improved system
of river navigation. There are no steamboats on the Nile,
except a few employed in the personal service of the Pachs, -
and in that of the Suez transportation sdministration, snd all
the produce of the country is conveyed in rude, clumsy, and
dangerous sail-boats. 'The introduction of steam tow-boats
and freight-barges of light draught, which could navigate the’
river at all or nearly all seasons, would be of incaleulable:
bencfit to the country in various ways, and especially in re-
leasing from the tramsportation service m grest number of
bands which are needed for the cuitivation of the soil. The
Viceroy seemed disposed to adopt the suggestion, and though
it would not be politic to receive him with the honors aceord-
ed to Amin Bey, yet [ think some advantage to our indus-
try and commerce might accrue from the visit of sich an
sgent.”

A

FROM CHINA.

Late accounts from China coufirm the repoft of the death
of Commissioner Lix. He expired suddenly on the 18th of
November, on his way to the ineurrectionary district of
Quan-si. Whilst the Government seems to bave prevailed

| over the iosurgents in that distriet, a fresh movement bas
| taken place in the Island of Hainan, whese ten thousand in-

surgents are in arms,  One body of Imperial troops, sent to
suppress the insurgents, fraternized with them, and s second
body were dispersed. The cholera baving broken out, bas
brought a new calamity in the province of Quangtong. The
Chinese authorities have: captured the pirates who murdered
Bizr, tbe Swedish missionary, and have beheaded twenty-
eight of them. = At Ava, a frightful confligration has con-
sumed two thousand houses.

FROM TURKEY.

A letter from Constantinople of the 17th ultimo mnounces
that the question of the Hungerian refogees at Kutayeh has
been definitively arranged. The Emperor of Austria bas grant-
ed & full and entire smnesty to those refugees, on condition
that they shall declare that they will not make any sttempt
to re-enter Hungary. Eight of them, however, are excepted
from this smnesty, and are to remain st Katsyeh until further
orders. Amongst those excepted are Kossuth and Count
&lh,m.mmm“umh
Moudsnis, where they will find a Turkish ship to convey
them where they please—the Turkish Goverament m*

altbough some fumpe of from $250 to 500 kiad boen found.

their expenses by ses and [and.



